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REGENT COLLEGE

APPL/INDS 604: URBAN ANTHROPOLOGY AND MISSION

Dr. Charles Ringma
Fall, 2001

 Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
 3 graduate credit hours

(Register as APPL/INDS304 for 3 CCS credit hours)

Course Description

This course is a combination of lectures, theological reflection, fieldwork and the
conceptualization of appropriate ministry responses.  The course examines contemporary rapid
urbanization;  develops a theology of the city and urban ministry;  provides the student with basic
research skills;  provides sources for theological reflection on the problems and opportunities for
mission that urbanization has created;  and finally, assists the student in developing appropriate
ministry strategies.

Course Objectives

1. To identify the nature, problems and opportunities of rapid urbanization.
2. To understand the contribution of urban anthropology for an analysis of urban centres.
3. To develop basic anthropological research skills through an out-of-class research project.
4. To develop theological perspectives on the problems and opportunities in the growth of

large urban centres.
5. To develop appropriate ministry strategies for bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ and

bringing about social transformation in our large cities.

Academic Requirements And Time Investment
3 cr hrs

Lectures:  2 hrs per week   12 hrs
Reading and Book Summaries   28 hrs
Fieldwork  and Presentations *   70 hrs
Final Report *  (2,500 words)   25 hrs
TOTAL 135 hrs

* NOTE:  the class will be divided into groups of 4-5 students.  The fieldwork, in-class
presentations and the final report will be group projects and the members of the group will be
awarded the same mark.
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Assignments:

1.   Book Summaries.
Two or three books from the bibliography or related literature (approx. 400 pp.) should be
read and summarized (3 pp. per book).  It is recommended that different members of the
group read different books.

2.   Field Work.
The various groups of students will focus on a particular part of the city, neighbourhood,
ethnic community, etc.  They will profile the area, do participant observation, interviews, and
identify the extent to which the church is or is not responding to that particular community
or target group.  An initial and follow-up class report will be made by each group to facilitate
mutual learning.

3.   Final Report.
Summarizes the field-work findings and formulates a mission/ministry response.  This
response should be framed within the broad issues of urbanization, a theology of the city, and
the demographics of the Greater Vancouver area.  The report will incorporate insights gleaned
from the book summaries but will particularize these in the light of the field-work findings.

Evaluation
3 cr hrs

Book Summaries   25 %
Field Work Presentations   25 %
Final Report   50 %
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